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COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT REPORT 


Highlights of Insect Conditions 


SWEETCLOVER WEEVIL reported from Oregon for first time. (page 918). 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER damaging peppers in Marshall County, 
Alabama. (page 92]). 


POTATO TUBERWORM reported from southwestern Utah. (page 922), 
PINK BOLLWORM gin trash inspection report. (page 922). 


EUROPEAN PINE SHOOT MOTH found in Beene First known 
record for State. (page 923), 


STORED-GRAIN INSECT situation in sections of Arkansas, South 
Carolina and Maryland. (pageg924), 


A case of myiasis in man caused by SECONDARY SCREW-WORM in 
Idaho. (page 924), 


Distribution of EUROPEAN RED MITE in United States (page 920). 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending October 8, 1954 unless 
otherwise designated. 


. WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING OCTOBER NH, 1954 


The temperature departure pattern, which had persisted since early 
summer, continued through last week with temperatures averaging 
below normal by 3° to 5° in the Nortn and extreme West and 3° to 60 
above normal in southern areas east of the Rocky Mountains. In the 
Southeast early in the week maxima reached record high levels for the 
season at a number of stations among which were Greensboro, N. C. 
95° and Columbia, S. C., 101° on the 5th, and Raleigh, N. C. 98° and 
Augusta, Ga., 97° on the 6th. During the first half of the week the 
second major cold air intrusion of the fall season (the first occurred 
September 21~23) reduced temperatures in nearly all areas except 

the extreme Southwest by 10° to 30° breaking the heat wave in the 
South and producing killing frosts and freezing in the North, which was 
the first of the season in much of the Northeast. Since crops had 
already reached maturity or nearly so, little or no damage resulted. 
Some low temperatures in the North were 15° at Pellston, Mich., and 
19° at International Falls, Minn., on the 7th, and several stations in 
north-central North Dakota reported lows under 15° on the 6th. 


Moderate to heavy rain.occurred during the week in Iowa, Missouri, 
southern portions of the Great Lakes region, western portions of the 
lower Great Plains, southern Texas, on the North Carolina Coast, and 
in all of Florida except the extreme northwestern portion. Weekly 

totals were light to moderate in the remainder of the Great Lakes 
region, the Northeast, and much of the central Great Plains. The week 
was quite dry in the far West, except in scattered sections along the 
western slopes of the Rockies, and also from Louisiana through the 
Carolinas where soil moisture remained too short for seeding and 
growth of fall crops. Excessive rainfall resulted in damaging flash 
floods in several widely scattered localities, The most noteworthy 
occurred in Chicago, Illinois, which had its worst rainstorm in 65 
years over the weekend, when 6. 21 inches fell between Saturday evening 
(October 9) and early Monday (October ll) at the Weather Bureau, and as 
much as 10 inches were indicated by unofficial measurements in some 
other localities. Several persons lost their lives, and material damage, 
still unestimated, is expected to total many millions of dollars. At 
Whiting, Ind., near the Chicago area, 7.09 inches of rain fell in a 48- hr. 
(Weather continued on page 927), 
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CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


GRASSHOPPERS - KANSAS ~ Althouyh damage is occurring in south- 
western area along field margins of wheat fields near roadside ditches 
and fence rows extent of feeding damage to plants is much less severe 
than elsewhere in State. (Knutson). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) - KANSAS - Although few 
larvae found, many moths ozserved in the field and heavy flights at 
lights ia Manhattan area. (Matthew). MICHIGAN - Numerous all over 
lower half of lower peninsula September 30. (Hutson). OHIO - Heavy 
infestation in late sweet corn; also found in tomatoes and in greenhouse 
chrysanthemums. (Parks). 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER (Diatraea grandiosella) - TEXAS - 
Local infestation on jrain sorghums in Hardeman County, up to 20 
percent stalks infested some varieties. (Davis). 


FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) - ARKANSAS - Damage to 
winter grain in Ashley and Clark Counties. Control measures warranted. 
(Warren, Barnes). 


SAP BEETLES - UTAH - Still numerous in late sweet corn in several 
counties. (Knowlton). 


A CORN BORER (Diatraea sp.) - TEXAS - Light local infestation on 
corn in Cherokee County. (Cowger). 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORER (Elasmopalpus lignosellus) - TEXAS - 
Light to heavy local infestation on grain sorghum, mung beans and 
cowpeas in Hardeman County. Eighty to SO percent loss of plants on 
mung beans and cowpeas. (Davis). Also light local infestation on bush 
beans at Winter Haven. (Richardson). 


A TORTRICID (Sparganothis sulfurana) - ILLINOIS - Larvae reported 
(CEIR, Vol. 4, No. 35, p. 807) as being rather common in silk and 
ear tip of corn during August has been identified as above species. 
(Petty). 


WHITE GRUBS - OKLAHOMA - Infestations up to 23 per square foot 
in north central area. (Stiles). 
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FALSE WIREWORMS (Eleodes spp.) - KANSAS - Light in some fields 
of Meade County. (Knutson). 


SOUTHERN GREEN STINK BUG (Nezara viridula) - FLORIDA - 
Infesting 25 percent of plants in 20-acre soybean field at Bland. (Van Pelt). 


GARDEN WEBWORM (Loxostege similalis) - ARIZONA - Still prevalent 
in some alfalfa fields on Yuma Mesa, October 1. Two fields practically 
defoliated, some fields treated. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


MEADOW SPITTLEBUG (Philaenus leucophthalmus) - OHIO - Adult 
population less abundant than last fall in new clover and alfalfa meadows 
in central Ohio. (Parks). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - VIRGINIA - Population high in 
several alfalfa fields of Fairfax and Loudoun Counties. (Muka, App ). 


SWEETCLOVER WEEVIL (Sitona cylindricollis) - OREGON - Found 
on alfalfa at Heppner in Morrow County and on the Malheur-Baker 
County lines in June and July. First known record for Oregon. (Roth). 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) - VIRGINIA - Fifty larvae per 
200 sweeps of 15-inch net in alfalfa field in Fairfax County. (Muka, App). 


ALFALFA CATERPILLAR (Colias philodice eurytheme) - ARIZONA - 
New outbreaks in alfalfa on Yuma Mesa,.Oct. 1, 100-250 larvae per 
100 sweeps. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


VETCH BRUCHID (Bruchus brachialis) - OKLAHOMA - Eighty-five 
percent of all vetch seed tested by Oklahoma Seed Laboratory infested. 
(Bower). 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORER (Elasmopalpus lignosellus) - ARIZONA - 
Still active on peanuts on Yuma Mesa,Oct. 1. Boring into fruits. 
(Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


VARIEGATED CUTWORM (Peridroma margaritosa) - MICHIGAN - 
Hali-grown larvae extremely numerous in cover crops in Coloma 
vicinity September 30. (Hutson). 
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NORTHERN MASKED CHAFER (Cyclocephala borealis) - OHIO - Heavy 
damage to lawns in parts of Columbus. (Parks). 


AN EARWIG (Labidura riparia) - FLORIDA - Adults abundant in 
lawns at Anna Maria, Manatee County. (Kelsheimer). 


A GROUND PEARL (Margarodes sp. , prob. meridionalis) - ARIZONA - 
Collected in Bermuda grass lawn in Tucson. This is probably not a 
new infestation but is the first report for Tucson. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


A GRASSWORM (Mocis sp.) - FLORIDA - Ten adults per square yard 
on 30-acre field of bahia grass at Jonesville. (Van Pelt). 


SOD WEBWORMS (Crambus sp.) - WASHINGTON - Causing extensive 
damage to creeping red fescue and Merion bluegrass seed fields near 
Spokane. (Law, Brannon). 


BILLBUGS (prob. Calendra parvula) - VIRGINIA - Damaging a field 
of orchard grass and Ladino clover pasture in Richmond County. 
(Matheny). 


YELLOW-STRIPED ARMYWORM (Prodenia ornithogalli) - FLORIDA - 
Infesting 5 percent of soybean plants in 20-acre field at Bland and 2 per- 
cent in 14 acres at Jonesville. (Van Pelt). 


VELVETBEAN CATERPILLAR (Anticarsia gemmatilis) - FLORIDA - 
Infesting 40 percent of soybean plants in 20~acre field at Bland. (Van Pelt). 
Heavy infestation in 40-acre hairy indigo field at Hague. (Hunter). 
Average of 5 larvae per plant in 3-acre field of hairy indigo in Alachua 
County. (Weems). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


ORIENTAL FRUIT MOTH (Grapholitha molesta)- MICHIGAN - More 
numerous in Elberta peaches than in several years. (Hutson, Sept. 30). 
NORTH CAROLINA - Mid-summer harvested peaches in Sandhills 
area found 3 percent infested in packing sheds, after having been 
treated 5,3 and 2 weeks hefore harvest. (Black). 


PLUM CURCULIO (Conotrachelus nenuphar) - NORTH CAROLINA - 
Mid-summer harvested peaches in Sandhills area found 2 percent 
infested in packinj sheds, after having been treated 5, 3 and 2 weeks 
before harvest. (Black). 


CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomonella) - VIRGINIA - Light injury in 
Augusta and Albermarle Counties. (Woodside, Bobb). UTAH - Infesta- 
tions more severe than expected in many orchards. An unusual extended 
moth emergence seems responsible for at least part of this. (Knowlton, 
Barlow). 


EUROPEAN FRUIT LECANIUM (Lecanium corni) - VIRGINIA - Heavy 


infestation ruined peach crop in an orchard in Albermarle County. (Bobb). 


ORCHARD MITES - WASHINGTON - Vasates fockeui abundant on 
cherries in Wenatchee area in 1954 and peach silver mite (V. cornutus) 
was aoundant on Lodi apples. (Anthon). UTAH - Injury in many orchards 
has increased during recent weeks. (Knowlton, Davis). 


RED-BANDED LEAF ROLLER (Argyrotaenia velutinana) - MICHIGAN - 
Up to 10 percent loss on apples as result of rather larger than usual 
partial third brood in St. Joseph, Niles, Coloma, South Haven and 
Jackson vicinities. (Hutson, Sept. 30). | 


PEACH TREE BORERS - UTAH - Injuriously numerous in most un- 
treated stone-fruit orchards. (Knowlton, Davis). 


CORRECTION: The PENNSYLVANIA note on EASTERN TENT CATER- 
PILLAR, CEIR, Vol. 4, No. 39, page 885, should have been for 
period of June 22-July 1, not for week ending September!18. 


Distribution of European Red Mite 


Map on opposite page shows known distribution of European Red Mite 
according to state reports and Agriculture Research Service records. 
In obtaining the data an inquiry was sent to each State Clearing House. 
Replies have been received from 46 states. The distribution is based 

On actual records insofar as possible. 
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TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


TOMATO RUSSET MITE (Vasates lycopersici) - ARIZONA - Serious 
on some tomato plantings in Yuma Valley Oct. 1. Some plants killed 
before treatments made. (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). OHIO - Medium in- 
festation starting in some canning crop tomatoes. Came too late to 
affect yield seriously. (Parks). 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) - ALABAMA - Causing 
rather severe damage to peppers in Marshall County. Believed to be 
first record of economic damage from this insect in Alabama, although 
it is known to occur in several northern counties. Determination made 
by W. G. Eden. (Arant). 


CORN EARWORMS (Heliothis spp.) - VIRGINIA - Still heavily damaging 
late snap beans in Grayson County, 15 acres abandoned without making 
second picking. (Simpson). 


IMPORTED CABBAGEWORM (Pieris rapae) - MARYLAND - Damaging 
broccoli and cabbage in Montgomery and Howard Counties. (U. Md., 
Fint. Dept. ). 


GRASSHOPPERS ~ UTAH - Still damaging ripening tomato fruits and some 
other plants. Largely Melanoplus femur-rubrum and M. mexicanus in 
most areas, (Knowlton). 


BEAN LEAF ROLLER (Urbanus proteus) - FLORIDA - Light to medium 
infestations in 100-acre snap bean field at Hague. (Hunter). One to 3 
larvae per plant causing slight damage to pole beans at Havana. (May). 


SWEET POTATO HORNWORM (Agrius cingulatus) - FLORIDA - Moths 
fairly numerous in light trap at Quincy. (May). 


‘TARNISHED PLANT BUG (Lygus lineolaris) - ARKANSAS - Damaging 
turnip leaves in central area, (Warren, Barnes). 


PICKLEWORM (Diaphania nitidalis) - SOUTH CAROLINA - Infestation 
of cantaloupes in Greenville and Spartanburg Counties held to low level. 
(Nettles). 


CABBAGE APHID (Brevicoryne brassicae) - UTAH - Spottedly abundant 
to damaging; however, has been below normal this season. (Knowlton). 


BLACK CUTWORM (Agrotis ypsilon) - MISSISSIPPI - Considerable 
damage to 10-acre field of cabbage plants in Forrest County. (Broome). 


POTATO TUBERWORM (Gnorimoschema operculella) - UTAH - 
Found in Iron and Washington Counties in southwestern part of State, 
(Hutchins, Knowlton). 


COTTON INSECTS 


BOLL WEEVIL (Anthonomus grandis) - NORTH CAROLINA - Survey 

of 1 cotton fields in Wake, Johnston, Sampson, Wayne, Lenoir and Pitt 
Counties indicated a pre-hibernation population of about 7, 600 weevils 
per acre average, (Mitchell). 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) - No pink bollworm has 
been found during the inspection of gin trash outside of the regulated 
areas to September 30. Within the older regulated parishes of south west 
LOUISIANA as of September 30, pink bollworms were found at the 
rate of .035 per bushel of jin trash inspected compared with . 003 last 
season. In De Soto Parish pink bollworms were found at the rate of 
.035 per oushel compared with . 006 in 1953. In the parishes of north 
Louisiana, which were placed under regulation for first time last year, 
inspections as of Septem>der 30 show one pink bollworm found in Union 
Parish, 2 in Webster, 1 in Claiborne and 1 in Bienville. In the 8- county 
area of southwest ARKANSAS, which was placed under regulation last 
year, inspection this season, as of September 30, shows pink bollworm 
found as follows: Hempstead County 1, Howard 2, Lafayette 1, Little 
River 3, and Sevier 4. Gin trash inspection within regulated area of 
TEXAS shows no alarming increase in infestation compared with last 
season, In east Texas counties bordering Louisiana line about one- 
half show a slight increase and the rest show about an equal decrease. 
A greater increase is noted in most of thecentral counties from Travis 
and Williamson running north to U. S. Hwy. 80 and for a width of two 
and three counties. Inspection has not been completed north of U.S. 80. 
West-central Texas counties of Tom Green, Concho, Coke and Irion 
have increase over last season. Other counties in that section show 
decrease. (PBW Cont. Proj. , Sept. 13-30). 


A LEAF ROLLER (Platynota stultana) - ARIZONA - More serious in 
lower Yuma Valley than at any time this season, Oct. 1. Also around 
Somerton. As many as 400 larvae counted per man per hour, a high 
infestation. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 


FIR NEEDLE MINER (Epinotia meritana) - UTAH - Infestation was 
especially neavy this year to white pine in Bryce Canyon National Park. 
Now present also in adjacent Dixie National Forest. (Orr). 


SOUTHERN PINE BEETLE (Dendroctonus frontalis) - ALABAMA - New. 
and potentially severe outbreaks found in northern area. MISSISSIPPI - 
Outoreak in southwest area continuing at high level of activity. Control‘ 
measures being applied. (So. For. Ins. Rept. , Aug. 18). 


FALL WEBWORM (Hyphantria cunea) - TEXAS - Heavy local infestation 
in Hemphill County on poplar trees, about 30-40 trees being defoliated. 
(Davis). 


EUROPEAN PINE SHOOT MOTH (Rhyacionia buoliana) - MARYLAND - 
Found in State for first time. Specimens taken at Oakland. Determina- 
tion confirmed by H. W. Capps. (Cory). 


RED -HEADED PINE SAWFLY (Neodiprion lecontei) - FLORIDA - 
Average of 50 larvae per plant infesting 40 percent of slash pines in 
5-acre area of Mannville. Approximately 20 percent defoliated. (Van Pelt). 


PUSS CATERPILLAR (Megalopyge opercularis) - TEXAS - Heavy 
widespread infestation on shade trees in McLennan County. Defoliation 
occurring. (McKay). 


A SCARABABEID (Pachystethus oblivia) - MICHIGAN - Entire area of 
lower peninsula north of Bay City-Muskegon line shows heavy in- 
festation of larvae on roots of various pines, particularly jack, Scotch 
and red pines in Christmas tree plantings. (Hutson). 


A BARK BEETLE (Ips calligraphus) - MISSISSIPPI - Killing pine 
trees in one section of Forrest County that have been injured by dry 
weather. (Cullen). 


A CATERPILLAR (Datana major) - FLORIDA - Averaging 12 larvae 
per plant on azaleas at Gainesville. (Van Pelt). 


IO MOTH (Automeris io) - FLORIDA - Larvae feeding on azalea 
leaves at Gainesville. (Knight). 


STORED PRODUCTS INSECTS 


STORED - GRAIN INSECTS - MARYLAND - Cadelle light in wheat, 
granary weevil and saw-toothed jrain beetle lixht in wheat and barley 

at University Farm, Montgomery County, while Angoumois grain moth 
adults are numerous in wheat. (U. Md., Ent. Dept.). SOUTH CAROLINA - 
Many complaints of infestation of grain stored in wooden bins. Rice 
weevil intestation in Anderson’County, however, surprisingly low. 
(Nettles). ARKANSAS - Inspections made in oats, wheat, barley and 

rice in Logan, Cross, Arkansas and Jefferson Counties showed 43 

of 50 bins examined to be infested. Saw-toothed grain beetle (Oryzaephilus 
surinamensis) was found in 33 bins and also ranked highest in numbers 
found. Flour beetles (Tribolium sp.) ranked second in number of 
infestations, followed by a flat grain beetle (Lae yaophloeus sp. ) 

and lesser grain borer (Rhyzopertha dominica). Angouniois grain moth 
(Sitotroga cerealella) infestations were light. There were indications 


that moisture present in grain was unfavorable ior development of rice 
weevil infestations, (Warren, Barnes). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


SECONDARY SCREW--WORM (Callitroja macellaria) - IDAHO-A 
case of aural myiasis is reported by R. M. Coats, M.D., of Weiser, 
who states that the larvae were removed from the ear of a patient. 
There had been a slight discharge from the ear for three or four 
weeks. Itis believed that an insect flew into the ear about three 


days prior to discovery of the fly larvae. Within 24 hours the patient 
felt severe pain in the ear and a sense of crawling. The larvae were 
identified by M. T. James as third instar C. macellaria, (Portman). 


LONE STAR TICK (Amblyomma americanum) - TENNESSEE - Nymphs 
taken on dogs at Erin, September 2. The dogs had been brought from 
vicinity of Memphis about 2 weeks earlier. Cattle bought locally and 
pastured near the location of the dogs were also infested with ticks 

(not identified). At least 4 children and 3 adults living near the dogs 
and cattle became seriously ill early in September with fever which 
was believed by attending physicians to have been Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever or bullis fever; however, further investigations are 
underway. (Scott). 


HORN FLY (Siphona irritans) - KANSAS - Counts on range cattle in 
pastures of Geary, Riley, and Wabaunsee Counties averaged 40-200 

per animal. Eighteen per animal on unsprayed dairy cattle at Manhattan. 
(Matthew). UTAH - Continued to annoy cattle in large numbers in several 
areas. (Knowlton et al). 


HOUSE FLIES - UTAH - Still undesiraoly numerous in many communities. 
(Knowlton). 


WINTER TICK (Dermacentor albipictus) - OKLAHOMA - Small numbers 
On horses in eastern area. (Howell). 


BROWN DOG TICK (Rhipicephalus sanguineus) ~ ARIZONA - Still 
severely infesting several homes and premises in Phoenix area. 
(Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


LOUSE FLIES (prob. Pseudolynchia canariensis or P. brunnea) - 
VIRGINIA - Reported on chickens at Warrenton. Not ordinarily en- 
countered on chickens in Virginia. (Willey). 


BENEFICIAL INSECTS 


CHINESE MANTIS (Tenodera aridifolia sinensis) - MICHIGAN - Several 
specimens found in northwestern Lansing. First time this insect has 
been reported from vicinity with any indication of establishment, 

despite numerous intentional introductions of egg masses. (Hutson). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 


BOXELDER BUG (Leptocoris trivittatus) - VIRGINIA - Concern to 
house holders in several areas. (Rowell et al). 


CIGARETTE BEETLE (Lasioderma serricorne) - ARIZONA - Severe 
infestation in a Phoenix residence. (Ariz. Coop. Rept.). 


A CARABID (Anisodactylus sp.) - TEXAS - Heavy widespread infesta- 
‘tion in homes in Dallas. County. Attracted to lights. (Gunter). 


AN ANTHICID BEETLE (Vacusus confinis) - ARIZONA - Annoying - 
numbers entering houses at night in Yuma, Oct. 1. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. ). 


RECENT IMPORTANT INTERCEPTIONS AT PORTS OF ENTRY 


Of unusual interest was the interception recently of a living larva of 

the New Guinea sugarcane weevil, Rhabdoscelus obscurus (Boisd. ) 

in sugarcane from Fiji in Ships' baggage and quarters at San Pedro, 
Calif. (Gill). The insect is considered an injurious pest of sugarcane 
in many islands of the South Pacific, parts of Australia and Hawaii. 

It was introduced into Hawaii, it is believed, about 1834 in sugarcane 
cuttings from Tahiti, Its damage to cane there has been reduced con- 
siderably in recent years by the introduction of a braconid parasite 
from New Guinea, In addition to sugarcane, this weevil is said to 
attack various palms, bananas, and decaying papaya and corn. The 
larvae bore extensive tunnels in the stalks. Pupation occurs in cocoons 
of cane fiber constructed near larval exit holes. The New Guinea sugar- 
cane weevil has been reported from the Molucca Islands, Celebes, Kei 
Island, Formosa, Bonin and Mariana Islands, Queensland, New Guinea, 


age = 


New Britain, New Ireland, Fiji, Samoa, Tahiti, Gambia and Hawaii. 
It is not yet known to occur in the continental United States. (Peltier). 


Weather continued: 


period on the 10th and llth. Two-to 7-inch rains produced heavy 
flooding in the lower Pecos Valley of New Mexico, damaging much 
cotton. Several flash floods caused local crop damage in Utah; 2 inches 
of rain fell at Orderville in 1 hour and 15 minutes and hail was heavy. 
(Summary Supplied by U. S. Weather Bureau). 
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